
Case Study 2: 
Sister Muku 

Brother Emile and Sister Jane Muku joined the Church two years ago. They are the parents of three 
children: two girls, Alison (age 12) and Olivia (age 3), and a boy, Daniel (age 8). They were preparing to 
go to the temple. However, about a year ago Brother Muku died in an accident. 

Sister Muku received no insurance compensation when her husband died, and she receives no government 
assistance. She sews to support the family. Sister Muku and the children have not attended any Church 
meetings since Brother Muku’s death. Their attitude towards the Church and its members remains good. 

The family has the following needs and resources: 

Food 
Four cups of flour, one small baguette of bread, one cup of sugar, and a small amount of cooking oil are 
in the house. The average cost of a meal for the family is 100 pesos. The family eats only about one meal 
a day. 

Clothing 
Sister Muku and the children have no suitable clothing. The children’s shoes are badly worn. 

Housing 
The family rents a small one-room home. Monthly rent is 5,000 pesos. They have only a few furnishings 
in the home. The children sleep on the floor. There is available land for a small family garden. 

Utilities 
Monthly electricity and water expenses usually total 750 pesos. However, the family has not been able to 
afford them for several months. There is a public water source available about one kilometer away. 

Transportation 
The family does not own any means of transportation. Public transportation is available. A one-way fare 
to any location in town is 25 pesos. 

Income 
Sister Muku earns about 7,000 pesos per month sewing for others using a hand-powered sewing machine. 
If she had a newer, heavy-duty electric sewing machine, she could take in more sewing and double her 
income. Such a machine costs 20,000 pesos. She would also need electricity in her home. 

Other Family Members 
Sister Muku’s extended family has been very hostile towards her family since she joined the Church. She 
doubts they would help. Brother Muku’s only living family member, a brother, could probably help a 
little bit, but Sister Muku has hesitated to ask him for help.
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